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Times more ftri& in their Lives ; and more laborious and 

unwearied in ftriving for the Crown than they are. And 

for my felf, as ] am afbamed of my dull and carelefs Heart, 

and of my flow and unprofitable Courfe of Life ; fo, the 

« Lord knows, 1am afhamed of every Sermon I preach ; when 

* I think qwhat I have been {peaking of, and who fent me ; 

‘ and that Men’s Salvation or Damnation i is fo much con- 

‘ cern’d init. lam ready to iremble, left God fhould judge 

* me asa Slighter of his Truths and the Souls of Men, and 

* left in the beft Sermon I fhould be guilty of their Blood. 

* Methinks we fhould not fpeak a Word to Men in Matters 

‘ of fuch Confequence, wiihout Tears, or the greatef? Earneft- 

* nefs that poffibly we can: Were not we too much guilty of the 

Sin which we reprove, it would be fo. Whether we are alone, . 

or in Company, methinks our End, and /uch an End, fhould é 

ftill be in our Mind, and as before our Eyes, and we fhould 

fooner forget any Thing, and fet light by any ‘Thing, or by 

all Things, than by this | 

We know not how to clofe this Article of Outcrtes with 

more Propriety than in the Words of the Rev. Dr. SEwALL 

in his Sermon on a Day of Prayer, to feek to Gop for the more 

plentiful E ffufion of bis Hory Spirit, Feb. 26. 1741,2. 

© As for the Out-cries,Tremblings, and Faintings which have 

been experienced in /ome Places, I apprehend the Cau/e muft 

be judged of by the Ef7?. We may not limit THE Hoty 

Oxe. The Failor came trembling, and fell down before Paul 

and Silas.---They who heard Peter’s Sermon were pricked in 

their Heart, and {aid to Peter and to the reft of the Apoftles, 

Men and Brethr en, what fhail we do? A@s 2.37. A wounded 

Spirit who can bear ? If fuch Perfons therefore have an holy 

Awe of God, a deep Humiliation under the Senfe of Sin, 

and earneft Cancern about Deliverance from it ; Jere isthe 

Finger of God. And if it fhall pleate God to imprefs fuch 

a Senfe of Sin, and of his Wrath on Men, that they are 

forced to cry out under it; they are to be pissed, and proper 
© Means ufed for their Relief ; and not to be * cenfured as mad 
‘ and out-ragious. But then, if any would sxdu/ce themfelves 
* in thefe Out-cries, efpecial ty in Time of pubitck Worfoip, 

; * when there is 0 real Nece/fity for it, and they might reftrain 

| ¢ themfelves ; [think they are dif orderly, and do that which 
‘ has a Tendency to difturb the quict attentive hearing of 
© God's Word, Nor may we make a Judgment of a Work 

* whether 
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Dr. Sewall of Outcries, &&e. 335 
whether genuine or no, meerly by fuch extraordinary Com- 
motions. For there have been T'remblings which have not 
proceeded from the Spirit of Truth and Holine’s. Let u 
not then prefume to confine the free SPIRIT of Gop, but 
regard the Sub/fance of the Work itfelf. Imake no Doubt 
but that in ourCongregations many have been deeply wound- 
ed for Sin without thefe Out-cries,and that the Convictions 
have in confiderable Numbers iflued in a faving Convertion 
to God. Norcan I fuppofe that it is the Duty of Minift 
to try to excite theie Screamings ; but rather to fet the Ter- 
rors of the Law and gractous Ievitetivie of the Go/pe/ before 
Men in the mo? pou werful Manner they are able ; and then 
leave it to the only wife God to take his own Way, wi 
can if he pleafeth order thefe Things to the awakening ot 
others ; as we are inform’d has been the Cafe in fome oth: 


Places. Let not fuch then as have not felt this Degree of 


Terror, judge them that have ; ; and let not fuch as Lave been 
thus wrought upon, juc ige them that have not: But let both 
prove their own Wor rk, and examine by the Word of God 
whether the Fruits of the SPIRIT are found in them; fuch 
as Repentance towards God, and Faith in our Lord Jeius 
Chrift ; Love to God, and our Neighbour, Meeknets, Hu- 
mility, and the like. If upon an impartial ‘Trial you find 
thefe ‘Things in you, you will have rejoicing in \ our/elves, 

and not in another. And let not any who have been made 
Senfible of their perifhing Condition, and then enabled to Jub- 
mit ta C ‘bri/} as their only Saviour, deny the Work of Grace 
God has wrought in them becaufe they have mst felt fuch a 
Degree of Terror, and then fuch rapturous Joys as others 
may have experienced. But rather be enc souraged to wait 
upon God in the Way of Duty for the Aflurance and Joy 
of Faith. And let not your Eve be evil, becaufe God is 
good. May not God do what he will with his own? Do 
not then behave as the elder Son in the Parable, who wa 

angry upon the Acco int of the Joy expretied in hi is Father’ 

Houle, when his prodigal Brother return’d a true Penitent 

There is Joy i in Heaven ae Sinner t/ at reper teto; and 
there mutt be jut Oceafion for Joy upon Earth, when the 
Dead are thus made aliv Cy, at 1d the Loft are round 








236 An Account of the late Revival of 


An Account of the late Revival of Religion in both the Pre- 


cinéts of WRENTHAM, in the County of Suffs/k in the 
Ma ffachufets- Province about twenty-eight Miles to the South- 
ward of Boffon ; as fent to us and fubfcribed by the Rev. 
Mr. MeEssinGER Paftor of the Church in the Ea/ern 
Precin&, and the Rev. Mr. HAven Paftor of the Church 
in the Weftern. 


‘ OC bleffed Lorn’s Obfervations in Mat. 5. 14, 15- 
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‘ are indeed verified with Refpeét to many Places in 
this Land and elfewhere in late Months and Years; 4 City 
that is fet on a Hill cannot be hid. Neither do Men light a 
Candle and put it under a Bujpbel ; but on a Candleftich, and it 
giveth Light unto all that are in the Houfe. A Man mutt be 
a very Stranger in our //rael, who doth not know, that Al- 
mighty GOD hath done fuch Wonders ot Grace in many 
of our Towns and Churches, the Fame whereof has been 
fpread far in the Country and the World: And the News 
whereof hath been very refrefhing to many pious Souls, at 
a Diftance. 

« The Places on which GOD has remarkably and plenti- 
fully rained down Righteoufnefs, are as Cities fet on Hills. 
And where the Sun oF RiGHTEoUsSNESS hath fhined 
with more than ordinary Clearnefs and Power, and hath 
caufed His Spirit to reft on many as an Enlightener, 
Sanctifier, Guide and Comforter ; we fhould furely be un- 
willing, as we are unable to conceal fuch glorious Things 
from the Churches abroad, and from the World. Nay,on 
the other Hand, we cannot but think it the Duty of thofe 
who are fo highly favoured of the Lorn,to publifh the Geerl- 


nefs of the LORD with the Voice of Thankfgiving, and tell of 


his wondrous Works ; by which he is doing Honour, efpeci- 
ally to his own Name, to his Son, and to his SPIRIT 3 
and greatly promoting the Kingdom of Curist in the 
Souls of Men. And fince the Gop of all Grace hath fhewn 
much of the Power of his Grace in our Parifhes, which nei- 
ther can, nor ought to be concealed ; we think it our Duty 
to give the Publick an Account thereof with as much Dif- 
tinctnefs and Brevity as we can, for the Glory of his 
Name, Encouragement of his People, and Pronaotion of 


hus Caufe. 
6s 
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Religion in WRENTHAM: 237 


‘It is now about fifty Years fince the fir/? Church of 
Curis was gathered * in the Town of Wrentham; and 
fince the Rev. Mr. SamuEL MAN was ordained Puftor 
thereof ; whofe Name is ftill precious to many here: who 
laboured in this Part of Curist’s Vineyard till March 
1719, and died the 22d of A/ay following, and left a very 
mournful Family and People, bereaved of their worthy and 
highly efteemed Shepherd. But the Goodnefs of the great 
Shepherd was very remarkable in the Steps of his holy and 
wife Providence in keeping the Sheep from fcattering, and 
in fpeedily uniting them in the Choice of the fenior Sub/eri- 
ber to this Account,to be their fecond Paftor: whom Gop 
in his holy Providence, and without the Defign of either 
Mr. Meffinger or the People, fent to preach with them on 
the next Lord’s Day after the Death of their former Paftor. 
And it afterwards appeared that then the Hearts of many of 
the People were knit to him in fuch Love, as hath not yet 
been broken ; and proved a kind Providence to promote 
his fpeedy Settlement among them, viz. oh the gth of 
December 1719. 

* The Town has moftly from its Infancy been greatly 
finiled upon by Divine Providence,and is greatly increafed : 
fo that on the 23d of December 1737, the General Court 
was pleafed to divide it into two Part/hes ; and on the 16th 
of February 1737-8, a fecond Church of CHRIsT was ga- 
thered in the Town, confifting of twenty four Mal+s, moftly 
difmiffed from the faid fir/?Courch,and foon after twenty four 
Women were difmiffed from the fir/? to the fecond Church. 

© On the eighth of November the junior Sub/criber to this 
Account was ordained Paftor of the faid fecond Church in this 
Town: And an happy Correfpondence has hitherto conti- 
nued, blefled be Gon, between the two Parifhes,Churches 
and Paftors. And this is the more properly taken Notice 
of in this Place, as it gives us very frequent Opportunities 
to change Pulpits on Sabbaths and Leéures ; to attend on 
each other’s Lectures, publick and private, without Preju- 
dice ; to converfe with Perfons of each other’s Charge, 
who are under fpiritual Difficulties, and with one another 
relating to any difficult and perplexed Cafes, that come un- 
der either of our Obfervation: (A Priviledge which we 
pray may be commenfurate with the Life of us botk.) All 
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which gives us vaft Opportunity to be acquainted with the 
State of Religion through the ‘Town, and enables us to fign 
our Names in conjunét Teftimony for the Verk of Divine 
Grace that 1s happily carrying on among us. 

¢ The People in this Town (fo far as we can learn, or 
have had Opportunity to obferve) have generally been ex- 
ternally fober and honeft ; have kept up a great deal of ex- 
ternal Religion, efpecially in their Families, and the Houfe 
of God ; fo that the Generations that have rifen up from 
Time to Time, have generally been inftruéted, from their 
very early Youth, in the firft Principles of our holy Reli- 
gion. But, alas! for along Time paft, the Power of God- 
line/s has been evident but in comparatively few Inftances ; 
*till the bleffed Revival of Religion the Almighty GOD has 
lately favoured us with. And juft before the Defcent of 
thefe late remarkable Showers of Divine Influence, Religion 
was plainly in a langui/bing Condition: even fome External; 
of it began to be more and more neglected ; infomuch that 
in the Year 1739 there were but two in the whele Town ad- 
mitted to the Lord’s Table: and Vices of various Sorts were 
much more prevalent than before. And tho’ we have Rea- 
fon to think that fome among us did figh and cry for the 


Abominations that were among us, and for the Spirit of 


Formality in, and Indifferency about Religion,which were 
very evident among us; yet we had awful Reafon to 
think that the wi/e Virgins flumber’d and flept too too much 
with the foolih; and that the Godly were by far too much 
conformed to this prefent evil World. And as for us, our 
Hearts were ready to fink to fee Religion dying, and were 
ready to mourn in the Prophet’s Language, J/a. 49. 4. / 
have laboured in vain, I have {pent my Strength for nought,and 
in vain. --- But behold in the midft of Darknefs, Light 
arofe ! and the great GOD was pleafed to glorify the 
Riches of his boundlefs Grace, and vifit the Souls of many 
of his Peeple with the powerful Influences of his own 
Spirit: And many that were going their own finful 
Ways, we truft, he hath turned about, and fet their Faces 
toward Zion. Blefied be GOD, for his preventing Good- 
nefs! When the LORD turned again the Captivity of Zion, 


we were like them that dream. --- The LORD hath done great 
Things for us: wherecf we are glad. Praife ye the LORD ! 
- y - The 


2 
(3 


A 
+ 
¥ 

* 











ra 


noee«#eeFrenenn @ © 


e 


en 


° 


Religion is WrienTHAM. | 239 


¢ The firft open and publick Manifeftation of the Lorn’s 
Return to us by the Power of his Grace, was on the 26th 
of February 174051- It was the Day appointed by the Go- 
vernment to be kept with folemn Faffing & Prayer through- 
out this Province to implore the Blefling of Heaven on our 
Nation in the War with Spam, &c. and the Day in Courfe 
for the publick Leéture preparatory for the Adminiftration 
of the Lorv’s Supper in the fecond Church in this ‘Town ; 
where on this double Occafion the Minitter preached from 
Zech. 12. 10. ‘There appeared, efpecially in the Afterncon, 
a very uncommon Attentivene/s upon the Word, a wonderful 
Tendernefs upon the Afiembly: The Tokens of a very 
ferious Concern were vilible on many Faces. And tho’ 
there is fufficient Reafon to believe that many Perions, be- 
fore this, were under confiderable Convidiicns, and abode fo 
after the Day abovefaid ; yet they kept their Concern very 
much to themfelves, until fome ‘Time in AZarch following, 
when they could no Jonger conceal their Dittrelies ; they 
began to lament their own Cafes to one anpther, and to 
come frequently to their Minifter under Soul-Trouble. It 
was very agreably furprizing a/mo/? datly to hear of new Jn- 
flances of young Perfons (tor the Work of Gon’s Spirit 
feemed to be chiefly on yeung People) in great Concern, what 
they fhould do to be faved. The fame 7 heughtfuluc/s teem’d 
to run from Hou/e to Houfe, and from Soul to Soul; and 
their Complaints againft themfelves were very much the 
fame. 

© Ie was but a little while after th:s before the fame Sr1- 
R1T’s Operations of the fame Kind were equally remarka- 
ble in the firft Parifh and Congregation in the Town.  Par- 
ticularly on the Annual Faff April 22. 1741, was avery 
open and publick Diiplay of Divine Grace there,very much 
as mentioned above (in the ether Congregation) when the 
Minifter preached from ‘Fer. 26. 13 ; and many were bro*t 


under ffrong Convidiions, and thenceforward mary flocked 


to their: Minitter, e/pecially young People, under Soul- 
Diftrefs. 
© The powerful Awakenings & Coxvidizons on Perions Minds 


fpread from Neighbourhoed to Neighbour hocd, fo that by Mid- 
Summer there were Initances in a// Parts of the Town under 
great Concern to know what they should do to be faved. Y 


it appeared to us, fo faras we could cbferve in our ref) 
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Parithes,that very few Hou/es,if any in theTown were paffed 
by and left without fome obfervable fpiritual Concern on 
fome or other of the Family. Our People, in general, be- 
came much more attentive in Time of publick Worthip ; 
their Countenances being generally folemn, liftening and 
tender, fhew’d their extraordinary Appetite for the Word : 
and it became a very common Thing with us to have @ great 
Part of the Affembly in Tears at hearing the Word,and efpe- 
cially when they heard the glad Tidings of the Go/pe/, and 
they were invited to reft their weary Souls in Curist the 
Saviour. While we endeavoured with great Plainnefs to 
fhow unte Sinners their Guiltand Danger, and to open the 
awful Contents of the Law to them, thefe Truths would 
often have their proper Effeét, in alarming guilty Confci- 
ences, and filling the Minds of many with great Concern 
for their own Souls ; and then the Go/pel-News of a Sa- 
viour, and the Freenefs of Divine Grace would marvel- 
loufly melt a great Part of our Congregations into Tears, and 
per{wade them, by divine Help, to feck the great Salvation. 
Nor have we feen Reafon as yet to think any other than that 
many of thefe earne/t Seekers were fure Finders of the Pearl 
of great Price. 
* Our People grew very defirous of Leéures; that they 


might have more frequent Opportunities for fpiritual In-' 


firuction, and to join in focial Worfhip; where we found 
GOD often dbeitowed his Bleffing. It was not rare to heart 
them confefs that they ufed to be weary of the Sabbath ; 
but now they long to have it return, and that it feemed ex- 
ceeding long to them, if they went from Sabsath to Sabbath 
without hearing aSermon. We ufed frequently to gratify 
their Defires, and preach pudlick or private Leétures : tho’ 
we have fince feen Caufe to lament that we did not preach 
much oftener at the Beginning of this very remarkable Day 
of Grace, than we did; when the Spirit was moft e:- 
denely with the Ford, and the Work of the Lorn, thro’ 
infinitely wonderful Grace, did profper in our Hands. We 
have fince, upon more Obfervation and Experience, been 
more frequent in our Preaching, and fee no Reafon to repent 
it, but to blefs GOD for itrengthening us unto and fuccec.- 
ing us, as we believe he hath, in our more abundant L:- 
bours. 


( To be continued. ) 
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